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Discussion Response 
[bookmark: _GoBack]               Most epidemics and other contagious diseases with global or international impact require to be treated necessary measures. Such epidemics usually have an impact on both the local and the other countries in the region in terms of social political and economic spheres (Campos et al., 2015). Zika virus is an example of an international contagious disease that requires global attention. It is a virus that affected most parts of the Caribbean and Latin America. A report by the World Health Organization showed that about 35 countries in 2016 in this region were affected by this virus.  It was noted that transmission of the virus through mosquito to the pregnant women was high and hence considered as most vulnerable. Zika virus had not only the health impacts but also on the economy of the region. It increased the economic costs for the region.  Most of the countries especially from the Caribbean which depended highly on tourism suffered greatly since they incurred more than one percent loss in their GDP.
                These affected countries extended the request for help from the international community in aid to curb the impacts by the virus (Campos et al., 2015). Brazil, for instance, used to receive millions of tourism especially for its traditional carnival in Rio de Janeiro. This number of tourists had decreased as a result of the virus outbreak. Also, the number of flight reservations in Latin America registered a fall by about 3 percent resulting from the travel warning from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The World Health Organizations also declared the outbreak of the virus as the international emergency which contributed to the continued decrease in reservations with about 10 percent. Countries and regions suffered economically from the virus such as the US Virgin Islands. The absence of the infected workers in several companies also contributed to the economic loss in various countries. Zika virus essentially becomes a major hindrance to the fight against poverty and economic development in the region (Campos et al., 2015).
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